Dream Believe Achieve

15 February 2019
Yanchep Lagoon Primary School website address: www.yanchep.wa.edu.au
To Parents and Community Members
All those students who have been to swimming lessons over the past week seemed to have
enjoyed themselves as well as learning some essential skills. Thank you to Mrs Russell for
again organising the week and to all staff who have helped on the beach especially Mrs
Holland and thank you to all the parents who have ensured that their children come well
prepared for the swimming lessons.
During our first Professional Development Day, before Term 1 started, staff had the opportunity
to learn about a school mental health and wellbeing program, Smiling Minds. I am pleased to
say that the response to this was extremely positive and we are conducting another training
session to prepare staff to deliver the program across the school. As Term 1 progresses we
will provide more information on the program to you however if you would like to learn more
now you can go to their website - smilingmind.com.au.
Due to an increase in the number of children on the waiting list for Kindy we have been able to
start a third class which will operate on Thursday, Friday and alternate Wednesdays. Mrs Plant
has been appointed the teacher of this class and all the children seemed happy on their first
day.
Over the past week or so staff have been conducting individual or group meetings with parents
to explain their expectations, routines and to build the communication link and these will
continue for the next few weeks. Please remember that if you have any questions or issues
feel free to contact either the teacher or appropriate Deputy or myself.
As many of you are aware we have the perennial issue of parking around the school,
particularly at drop off and pick up times. Thank you to the many parents using the drop off
areas effectively, however for those who park elsewhere, please remember to keep paths
clear. We all want the children to leave and enter our school safely and the morning and
afternoon times when more care and attention is needed. I appreciate that some may find the
morning and afternoon blocking off of the main driveway annoying, but we did have a couple
of near misses with children almost being hit by parents’ cars outside the Admin building.
Alan Curtis
Principal
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TALK FOR WRITING
The school has dived straight back into Talk 4 Writing and we are looking forward to seeing some fantastic writing from our students. We are starting with persuasive writing based on whether or not
students should be allowed to bring their pets to school. Our model text is “Should students be
allowed to bring their pet Walrus to school?” To help generate discussion and give a boost to student
writing we have organised for a Therapy Dog to visit the Upper Primary during their lessons. The Therapy dog will be in school between 11.30 and 12.30 next Tuesday. Unfortunately he won’t have the time
to visit all our classes. We are looking at organising something for the lower years in the next few
weeks. Once we have something in place we will let you know.
Smiling Minds
Another great program the school is taking on this year is Smiling Minds. Smiling Minds is a program
that supports student Mental Health and Wellbeing. A concerning trend across all Australian schools is
the increase in student anxiety and mental health issues. We don’t want to see this happening at
Yanchep Lagoon Primary School so we have been looking at what we can do to support our students in
this area. As a result we have decided to introduce Smiling Minds into the school. The teachers did 1 ½
Professional Learning on the program at the start of the year and on 13 March will complete another 2
hr Professional Learning after school. The program focuses on helping students develop the skills to
help reduce their anxiety and manage their emotions and emotional outbursts in a way that helps works
for them not against them. The program fits perfectly alongside our Class Dojo and school positive
behaviour program. The Smiling Minds App can be downloaded for free so please have a look— it has
some great tools for both students and adults. We will be offering a parent workshop at a later date that
explains how the Smiling Mind tools work and how it will be operating at Yanchep Lagoon Primary.
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Indonesian Fact of the week.
Indonesia has a lot of animals that are only
found in Indonesia. Some of these are the
Orangutan, the Sumatran tiger and the Sumatran rhinoceros.
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