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Yanchep Lagoon Primary School website address: www.yanchep.wa.edu.au

To Parents and Community Members
Term 2 has started well with students settling back into work and Years 3 and 5 continuing their
preparation for NAPLAN testing next week. It is important that students approach the NAPLAN tests in
a positive and determined frame of mind and while they are important, they are only a method by which
we can assess how well we as a school are helping students to progress. The key message for all
those students involved is simply to do your best so that the results truly reflect where you are at this
time in your formal education. We as a school place great importance on all our students developing
into great citizens and people with a positive and caring attitude as promoted in our 4 key “Positive
Schools” expectations. I know that the vast majority of parents would also support this view and actively
support the school in promoting these values to their children.
The character of our students and the developing culture of our school can be demonstrated in some
recent events that highlight the quality of our students. The first would be our participation in the State
finals of the Solar Car Challenge, in our first attempt we placed 3rd, a wonderful achievement. It was
even more pleasing to hear how our students competed and the sportsmanship and consideration for
others that was displayed throughout this event. Mr Smithies had a large influence on how our students
participated and his guidance and mentoring served as a great example of how to compete with
determination and goodwill. We are all very proud of our Solar Car Challenge team.
The 2nd example of the developing culture within our school comes from our ANZAC ceremony on the
last day of Term 1. Our Student Leadership Team showed great poise and they led our school well.
Overall behaviour and conduct of all students was outstanding during this very formal occasion, they all
demonstrated great respect for the occasion and memory of those we were honouring. Thank you to
Mrs Russell for her guidance and mentoring of the Student Leadership Team for this event and to Mrs
Gifford for the great work done in preparing the school Choir for their set piece.
The 3rd example of student respect for each other came from the Talk for Writing whole school
presentation that was done late last term. This event allowed a number of students and classes to
present what they had developed during the term so that all could share in the quality of what was done
and acknowledge the hard work. All students sat and listened to their peers and demonstrated respect
and responsibility throughout. The stories presented showed great imagination and skill as well as
being entertaining - the event was truly a great credit to all involved.
These 3 events highlight quite strongly the school culture we are attempting to build at Yanchep Lagoon
Primary, a very positive and supportive learning environment where students feel safe to take risks and
challenge themselves. Our first term as a dedicated Primary School has been wonderful, highlighted by
the smiling faces on all of the members of our school community. The task now is to maintain that
momentum.
We farewelled one of our long term Education Assistants last week as Lorraine Jackson retired after
many years of great service to our school community. We all wish her well for her retirement and we
also know that she will continue to work hard for the Yanchep community - all the best Lorraine!!
As we continue to change and develop our new school there are some physical changes that are
occurring as demonstrated by the slowly disappearing number of Transportable buildings. We have
now had removed the 3 Science and 2 Design and Technology buildings, creating more open space for
students. We will have more buildings taken away during the year.
Finally I would like to wish all Mums, Grandmothers and Special Others a very happy Mothers Day for
this Sunday and I hope that all our students treat their Mums well on this special day.

Alan Curtis
Principal

(dates are correct at time of print)
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Our first ANZAC Ceremony at Yanchep Lagoon Primary School held on Friday 13 April was a very moving experience
for all who attended. We had many special visitors and our guest speaker Flight Lieutenant Dave Jackson presented a very
appropriate speech for our Primary Students.
This was the inaugural ANZAC ceremony for Yanchep Lagoon Primary School and the first time that Year 6 Student
Leaders have run this event at our school. I would like to congratulate our leaders on their superb effort to practice
diligently at home and during our many rehearsals.
All students from Pre-Primary through to Year 6 also participated in the ceremony with the due reverence expected for this
day. Thank you to the staff for preparing the students with lessons that incorporated the importance and meaning of
ANZAC Day. The visual representations that all classes prepared for the day were an awesome effort and reflected the
importance of ANZAC education in our curriculum.

Lest We Forget.
NAPLAN TESTING
NAPLAN testing for Years 3 to 5 will begin next week from Tuesday 15 until Thursday 17 May. There will be catch up
testing for any students who have been absent in the afternoons of test days on Friday 18 May. During testing time in the
morning classes will not be disturbed.
Parents and carers please continue to support your students with following your routine of regular sleep times and
breakfast in the morning. Thank you.
REPORTING 2018 - IMPORTANT REQUEST

This year all reports will be sent home electronically (as we do with the YARNER). The YARNER is
successfully reaching all families via email.
If you have or will change your email address between now and the end of Term Two, please inform
the front office of your new email address.

Tiny Tots Program:
We are delighted to announce our Tiny Tots program will be commencing Tuesday
22 May from 9am to 10.30am. Ms Lyn Harding will be running the program in the
ECU2 class.
All parents are requested to bring a piece of fruit to be shared and a gold coin
donation. Tiny Tots is a program we offer at Yanchep Lagoon PS as a Pre-Kindy
program for all children who are enrolled at our school for Kindy in 2019. It gives
children an opportunity to become acquainted with our school and meet other
children who will be attending here next year whilst participating in activities with
their parent or carer by their side.
To participate your child must be enrolled for Kindy in 2019 and live in our local
intake area. Please come to the Front Office to register your interest and fill out your
forms.

Good day everyone
I would just like to introduce myself to you all. My name is Marilize Basson (Miss B to the
kids - just to make it easier). I am your new Chaplain at Yanchep Lagoon Primary School
and I am really looking forward to getting to know you all. My plan is to spend my first
weeks making myself familiar with students, staff, parents and your beautiful school.
A bit about myself. I was born in a small town in South Africa where I completed my
Primary and Secondary years. After that I obtained my Social work degree and worked as
a Social worker for about 18 years before me and my family immigrated to Australia in
2012.
I will be at Yanchep Lagoon Primary School every Tuesday and Friday and am hoping that
I will get to know all of you.
Please don't hesitate to give me a call if you just want to have a chat, have any questions
at all or if you would just like to know what I do. And if you see me
on the playground, please come and say hello.
I am looking forward to all the wonderful possibilities this year may
bring as well as to meet all of you.
Regards
Marilize ( Miss B)

Synergy Solar Challenge 2018
Local Yanchep Lagoon Primary School science stars showed off their solar skills at Optus Stadium on Tuesday 10
April. The challenge is a joint initiative between Synergy and the Science Teachers’ Association of Western Australia
(STAWA) that enabled Year 6 and Year 8 students to build and race model, solar-powered cars against other
schools.
The schools were given standardised solar car kits and curriculum-linked support materials, enabling students to
build and race their cars for the event.
After achieving second place at the semi-finals held at Warwick SHS, the team of four students consisting of Hamish
Davies, Braydon Snell, Mugisha Justine and Carlos Walker progressed to the grand final.
After building their solar car under the shade of the daunting new Optus Stadium, the team continued their winning
form by winning all of their races up to the final showdown.
Dianella Primary School beat Wembley Primary School in the Year 6 final
while our Yanchep team came a very credible third in their first attempt at the
challenge.

